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CHARACTERS
Anne Strawson (Detective Sergeant, 508) ..........ccccceuuenee. Mezzo-Soprano
BIIAn (16) cuoveeeiieiiiieeieeeeie ettt Tenor
| o To1 {0 ) TSRS Baritone
Rebecca (idealized version, 308)........ccevveveeereveereereeerereereereeerennens Soprano
ANNE’'S MUM (708) vovivierireeierieereereeereereeereereseressessesensesens Mezzo-Soprano
Jake (idealized version, 15) .....cccviveivieieeenieieeesieiseessesessessenenas Baritone
Fiona (SPY, 35) .t Mezzo-Soprano
POl (38) vttt et et ns Bass
Jake (real version, 13) .....vciieeieeeeieceeeeeeeeeereeeere e Treble
Cynthia (Jake’s Mother, late 308) ......ccccccvuveuerricremnecrrincrninierneenns Soprano
Brian’s Mother (40) .....cooovvevveviveeeereeeeeeeereeeeeereeee e Mezzo-Soprano
Brian’s FAther (40) ..ottt Baritone
American Suburban Mother (308).......cccccceeeeveeeeeererenenne Two Sopranos
American Suburban Girl (13) ..ccccevveivinieieceeeeeeeeeen Soprano
Celebrant........c.ceeeveueeeecieeeeeeeeeeee et Baritone or Tenor
Liam (Detective Constable, middle-aged) ........ccccoeeeurivcrriniernecnnce. Tenor
American Congressman (49) .......ccoeceurieurneeinieieiniernieesseenenenes Tenor
American Congressional Page (19) ..., Tenor
Rebecca (real version, 16) .......cccveuveuneeeneinieencineeensennenennes Non-singing

CHORUS of internet users, churchgoers, shoppers, skateboarders,
nurses, hospital attendants, doctors, hospital visitors, etc.

PERFORMANCE NOTE
Throughout Two Boys, the singers have notes indicated as such:
) mI{_ """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" . —
l\:_)yﬂ O EII() EII() { O | Pz F

how are you?

Each singer should repeat the text freely on the given pitches, in any tempo, being careful not to coordinate
precisely with other singers. One’s individual rate of text chanting can and should change throughout these
sections. The text repeats until new text is given.
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[p‘hone numbers]
Other times it is less specific: each singer should randomly sing, on the given pitches, any phone number that
comes to mind. The result will be a wild chattering. Various sources of text are used in the score, such as
addresses, numbers, shopping lists, etc.

Unfinished sentences are best approached by knowing what the character might be about to say and having
the next words ready on the tongue, rather than simply breaking off where the text ends. Broken thoughts, of
course, have long be a staple of contemporary drama, but are much less common in opera. The aim is a
verisimilitude of conversational speech.
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Scene 4: Brian’s Bedroom

Two Boys — Act I

Brian alone. He opens his laptop.
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24 Two Boys — Act 1 3/21/2013

Onscreen we see a local “TeeN4TeeN” chatroom—bits and pieces as well as whole chunks of what Brian sees:
lines of text scrolling upward; screen names, some of which show thumbnail photos, others of which show a
generic figure in silhouette under a question mark.
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mindfull6’s thumbnail photo: a
beautiful, composed, mature teenage
girl. Brian's photo shows a muddy,
sweaty, grinning boy in a football
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