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CHARACTERS 

Anne Strawson (Detective Sergeant, 50s) ........................ Mezzo-Soprano  
Brian (16) .............................................................................................. Tenor  
Doctor ................................................................................................ Baritone  
Rebecca (idealized version, 30s) ..................................................... Soprano  
Anne’s Mum (70s) .............................................................. Mezzo-Soprano  
Jake (idealized version, 15) ............................................................. Baritone 
Fiona (Spy, 35) ..................................................................... Mezzo-Soprano 
Peter (38) .................................................................................................. Bass 
Jake (real version, 13) ......................................................................... Treble 
Cynthia (Jake’s Mother, late 30s) ................................................... Soprano 
Brian’s Mother (40) ............................................................ Mezzo-Soprano 
Brian’s Father (40) ........................................................................... Baritone 
American Suburban Mother (30s) ...................................... Two Sopranos 
American Suburban Girl (13) ........................................................ Soprano 
Celebrant .......................................................................... Baritone or Tenor 
Liam (Detective Constable, middle-aged) ........................................ Tenor 
American Congressman (49) ............................................................. Tenor 
American Congressional Page (19) ................................................... Tenor 
Rebecca (real version, 16) ....................................................... Non-singing 

CHORUS of internet users, churchgoers, shoppers, skateboarders, 
nurses, hospital attendants, doctors, hospital visitors, etc. 

 
 

PERFORMANCE NOTE 

Throughout Two Boys, the singers have notes indicated as such: 

 
Each singer should repeat the text freely on the given pitches, in any tempo, being careful not to coordinate 
precisely with other singers. One’s individual rate of text chanting can and should change throughout these 
sections. The text repeats until new text is given. 

 
Other times it is less specific: each singer should randomly sing, on the given pitches, any phone number that 
comes to mind. The result will be a wild chattering. Various sources of text are used in the score, such as 
addresses, numbers, shopping lists, etc. 

Unfinished sentences are best approached by knowing what the character might be about to say and having 
the next words ready on the tongue, rather than simply breaking off where the text ends. Broken thoughts, of 
course, have long be a staple of contemporary drama, but are much less common in opera. The aim is a 
verisimilitude of conversational speech. 
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saw u in al ge bra 2 day the stud who wants 2 get u off come

when?
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The boys walk off together. Anne is transfixed by the chatroom transcripts before her.

3 3 7

I love you part me in two love you 
like a sister

kill yourself what’s eating you I love you
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your self you

mf

should kill your self
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you’re

mp mechanical

the kind of boy a girl would kill

f

her self o ver

kill your self.
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saw u in al ge bra
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(allow dipthong to slide in from an octave below)

you, you, you part me in two

3 3

We see the Teenage Girl go and hang herself, while singing.

I love you

6 6 6 6
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love you like a sister
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I want to kill him I want

Cry
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more ur pus sy

Cry
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more ur pus sy

I love you

6 6 6 6
6 6 6 6
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you still here?

I love you

I love you

(allow dipthong to slide in from an octave below)

you, you, you

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

part me in two

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
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self

you still there?

cry more

cry more cry more
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You’ll

f dim. poco a poco

you still here?

cas

f

trate me and cook it while we have a

ur pus sy cry

I love you

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

sweet dreams

3 3

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
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see
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more I love you
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world

you still here?
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trate me and cook it while we
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sweet, sweet dreams

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

dreams

3 3

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
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you still here?
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sweet
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Cry more love you

I love you

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

ur hot

sweet dreams

6 6 6 6
6 6 6 6
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dreams

(dim.)
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I love you sweet dreams sweet

sweet dreams

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

sweet dreams

Brian and the Boy reappear. They part. The
boy slowly walks offstage.

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
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sweet dreams
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