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ABSTRACT
Research Question

This extended essay explores ‘To what extent are fees the main determinant of demand
~ for upper school places at v

_.Method of Approaching Investigation

This investigation was undertaken through means of primary and secondary research. Primary
research inciuded drawing up a survey and distributing it to a convenience sample of upper
school families in - to investigate non-price factors that determined demand for Upper
School places. Interviews with the Director of Communications and Admissions of

were also carried out to triangulate the data collecied through other methods and give to give a
more in-depth picture of this issue. Secondary research included retrieving data from the
school’s archive on number of applicants and school fees from 2000 to 2009 and these figures
were used to find the value of the PED.

Summary of Conclusion /

It has been concluded that the PED was found to be very inelastic at 0.20, which meant a given
change in school fees results in a smaller proportionate change in demand. This was
consistent with the findings from the survey as non-price factors such as 's facilities
and brand name, showed to be important as a contributing factor affecting the demand for
school places.
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INTRODUCTION

Although school fees have consistently increased each year, the recent economic growth in
Singapore has spurred an upsurge in the expatriate population by “nearly 10 per cent in just
one year, from 798,000 in to 875,500 in 20086, going by latest available figures. T (Appendix 5)
Articles have been featured in Singapore’s local newspaper The Strait Times (Appendix § and
6) that account for the growing demand of international school places that has occurred as
expatriates enter Singapore. It has become quite a concern for the government as despite this,
international schools have imited supply of places and have continued to increase their tuition
fees. Yet despite the fee hike, demand for school places continues to grow. This includes

, the school | attend, an international
school hosting over 3500 students from 6 to 18 years old,

Over the years, tuition fees for have been increasing gradually; in 2000/2001, school
fees for an upper school student of 16 years old was $S5800 a term. Currently, it lies at
$%8,105. Yet, demand for school places continue to increase.

As such, this investigation ‘to what extent are fees the main determinant of demand for
upper school places at ?" developed out of my interest in exploring why students
and their parents have demanded their place at despite the price hike.

Evidently, there are also other factors that determine the demand for places in upper school in
. This investigation aims to explore and answer both price and non-price factors that
affect demand for grade 11 places in .

! hitp://www.straitstimes.com/prin/Prime%2BNews/Story/STIStory_246856.himi



UWCSEA SCHOOL PROFILE

is one of 26 international schools that attract ex-patriots and their chlldren entering
Singapore. |t is unigue compared to other schools because of the following:

Unique Global Movement

As part of the movement, aims to “brings together
students from all over the world — selected on personal merit, irrespective of race, religion,
politics and the ablility to pay — with the explicit aim of fostering peace and international
understanding.” * Thus, is patt of a unique global community that in its mission
statement, states that they make “educalion a force to unite people, nations and cuftures for
peace and a sustainable future”®

Diverse Student and Teacher Population

has an extremely diverse student and teacher population. “There are over 2,800
students from over 60 nationalities taught by around 280 full and part time teachers from more
than 25 nationalities on the Dover Campus” *

Additionally, almost 100% of ‘s student population is composed of expatriate
students, as the Singapore government does not allow Singaporeans to enroll in international
schools.

School Fee Structure , '

Fee for Grade 12 Student = S$8672.35 per term

1 academic year = 3 terms.

Total fee for 1 academic year = 3%$8672.35 x 3 = $82,6017.05

(see appendix 1) /

2
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REVIEW OF RELEVANT THEORIES

Theory of Demand

When a person demands something, it means they have the ‘willingness and ability” to
purchase the good or service. Consumers buy goods and services to satisfy their wants. This
is called utility. Assuming that consumers are rational and want to utilize as much as possible
from buying goods and services, the law of demand thus states that while “other thmgs remain
the same, the higher the price of a good, the smaller is the gquantity demanded”® and vice
versa.

Thus, there is an inverse relationship between demand and price; as price rises, quantity
dermanded decreases and vice versa.

This can be illustrated in the following diagram:
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Figure 1.0 shows the inverse relationship that the law of demand portrays. When price
decreases from P to P1, quantity increases from Q to Q1.

Determinants of Pemand
Demand is influenced by a range of different factors, however the main ones are as follows:

Price Factor -
Price of good or service: This is the key determinant of demand. Usually, the more
expensive the good, the less willing people will demand it.

7
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Non-Price Factors

Current disposable income: consumers who have a higher disposable income are more
willing and able to consume a good or service compared to those who have a lower disposable
income.

Expected disposable income: When a consumer knows heforehand, that they will be
receiving a bonus or a raise in income, they may be more willing to buy goods right now.
Preferences: Demand can be largely based on a person’s prefarence of a good or a service.
Advertising: This can also influence a person’s preference and thus their demand. Good
advertising campaigns or reputations can draw in consumers thus quantity demanded
increases.

Substitutes: Goods or services that are similar to another good and can replace the
consumption of the other good. Substitutes can decrease demand of particular goods as there
are cheaper alternatives consumers can turn to if a certain product’s price is too high.
Complements: Goods or services that are consumed {ogether yet do not replace the good.
Complements may increase the demand for both goods, as they are both demanded together.

Theory of Supply

*The quantity supplied of a good or service is the amount that producers plan to sefl during a
given time period at a particular price.”

The quantity supplied may either exceed or be Inadequate to the quantity being sold or
demanded by consumers. This could either result in a:

Shortage: Too little of a good or service is being supplied compared to its demand and price
increases,

Surplus: Teo much of a good or service is being supplied compared to its demand and price
falls.

Elasticity of Demand (PED

The price elasticity of demand (PED) measures the responsiveness of demand in Good X to a
change in price of that good. In this investigation, the PED of demand for school places at
is measured when there is a change in price of school fees.

The formula for calculating PED is as follows:

Percentage change in Quantity Demanded
R Percentage change in Price

Price Elasticity of Demand =

%aQD
Yos P

(PED = )

" Parkin, Michasl, Economics Course Companion, Page 64
8 Norhaus, William, Samuelson, Michael, Economics, Page 66
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Figure 1.0

Figure 1.0 and 2.0 help explain the theory of price elasticity of demand.

Figure 1.0 shows an inelastic demand curve D. “If the increase in demand is lower than the
increase in price then the price elasticity is described as inelastic (and) this is shown by a steep
demand curve as for a given change in price there i is a smaller change in demand.”

Figure 2.0 shows an elastic demand curve D. “if the increase in demand is higher than the
increase in price then the price elasticity is described as elastic (and) this is shown by a
shallow demand curve as for a given change in price there is a larger change in demand. no

In Figure 1.0, the price change from P to P1 is relatively large. Yet, the change in quantity from
Q to Q1 is smaller.

However, Figure 2.0 shows that the same change in price of P to P1 will result in a much larger
decrease in the change of quantity from Q to Q24

As previously stated, because the law of demand shows the demand curve as a downwards-
sloping curve, the price and guantity change is inverse.

If we use the formula above to calculate PED, we will end up with a value that will end up in
one of the following categories as seen in Table 1.0:
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METHODOLOGY

My investigation question to what extent are school fees the main determinant of demand
for school places in , Is based primarily on two components of either price factors
or non price factors.

To research whether price factors, i.e. school fees is the main determinant of demand for
school places in , | carried out interviews with the Director of Admissions and the
Director of External Communications. The Director of Admissions also gave me the data on the
number of applicants and school fees from 2000 to 2008. The PED was calculated from this
information (Appendix 4). This was used to discover whether historical and current evidence if
any changes in school fees have increased or decreased the demand for waiting lists in UWC.
Furthermore, these figures will be used to support the information | collect from my data
collection of non-price factors of demand.

To research the extent to which non-price factors influence demand for school places at

; {See Appendix 2) I drew up an electronic survey
(http://www . surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=6iB8z0AFdalGIWMwzvMZ1g 3d 3d) for grade

11 parents. {Appendix 2} Questions include factors regarding companies paying for fees as
opposed to the parents themselves, as | thought the expatriate factor could be a key role in
affecting demand for places, in addition to other non-ptice factors in influencing for demand for

school places. These surveys were emailed to 50 grade 11 student parents with a response
rate of 42 percent. I is important to note in the survey that non-price factors are essentially, &
subjective and parents may not necessarily react as they state. Thus this must be and is taken /7

into account in the analysis of the survey data.
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DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

Demand
There is no doubt that the demand for school places in Singapore is very high. (Appendix 5 and

6) Articles in newspapers have illustrated the growing demand for school places in international - \Nb

schools in Singapore as companies continue to hire expatriates.

Price as a Determinant of Demand
As outlined in the methodology, data collection was divided into price and non-price
determinants of demand for school places at

The déta collected included tuition fees, fee increase and number of grade 11 applicants for the
academic years between 2000/2001 up to 2008/2009. Consequently, | calculated the %
increase in grade 11 applicants.

X
o
7

6}

By simply looking at the table, it is_hard io equate-the relationship between the fee increase
and the percentage change in the number of grade 11 applicants. | could simply say that
number of grade 11 applicants has increased each year, despite fees sometimes remaining the
same or increasing on average, up to 4%, if we take into account the 0% change in fee
between 2002 and 2005. However, we don't know to what extent. Thus, we apply the PED
formula:

%aQD o calculate the price eiastici% of demand from each school year to the next.
_— ) W'\' W “"‘?

PosP {Appendix 1) A figdre of less than 1 indicates that the price elasticity demand
of school fees is inelastic where an increase in school fees results in a proportionally smaller
percentage change in quantity demanded of school places.

PED =

All the calculations are consistently less than 1. Even the highest PED value calculated is 0.53
and despite being the highest, it is still relatively inelastic. The figure can also be explained by
the fact that it falls where the largest fee increase of 7.5% occurs. Table 2.0 shows that this is
between the academic year 2005/2006 and 2006/2007.

The average PED value {Appendix 1) is very inelastic with a value of 0.20. This is consistent
with the information derived from the interview (Appendix 3}, where it was said that no
noticeable impact occurs in waiting lists when fees increase. Evidently, demand is very price

' Carter, Jonathan, Director of Admissions UWCSEA, UWCSEA Archives WG



inelastic — increase in school fees do not result in large changes in demand which leads us to
non-price factors that influence demand.

Non-Price Factors

The data for non-price factors is primarily derived from the surveys. | have taken a screenshot
for each question_.

1 Ara all your children currentiy eﬂfolled In .
and cuntlnue to quesuon 3) L e

2.1 ot are you planning to enroll your other children at

82.9% of parents have children enrolled at and the 17.1% that dor’t have ali children
enrolled, 86% of them are planning to enroil their children at , accounting for the
majority. On a very simple level, this has given me the basic indication that demand for school
places at are strong; siblings will potentially be attempted to be enrolled at

. This is consistent with the data highlighted in the newspaper articles {Appendix 5
and 6) have illustrated.

10



3. Do you e that e curant schoo fonof 332001705 poryeur o  Orode 2 sudantat
Peréant
“15 h.igh G _. T 2= . 1.90.9%.. .'
. '.I_i.isreasona_blé. - : | _' o . N : s _6.0%
: tis fower than expected o | S . ) f: _ o .O‘Q%.

Although this question is very subjective and normative, i.e. opinion and hard to prove, it has
also given me an extremely strong indication of what parents feel of the current academic year

school fee for upper school. All parents questioned have stated and agreed that

1

]

schoo! fees are very high. Yet, as we have seen, demand for school places continues to be

high and continues to increase despite increasing school fees. Cw@(ﬁ(,{,vo fL¥ o\

Evidently, this means that parents take into account, other non-price factors in their demand for

schogol places for thelr children at

4 Who pays for your chlid or chi!dren 5 school fees? (lf your answe; Is ihe ﬂrst or thlrd option, pleaae contlnue to the
3 questlon i your answer Is the second optlnn, ptease tick nla fcr quesllons 5 and 6 and contlnua answertng on questt
'your answer le tho fourth npﬂon, pleasa !h:k n!a for questions 5 6 T and coﬂtlnua answering on quastion 8 .
Rasponse :
: _l_‘-_'qr_cgpg
Ourcompanv Payathefullfee_ e I SR EATETRRI 48.8%
Wepayourselves Necme e B e RN 46.3%
A percentage is paid by us and L L
y - 4.9%
another party P :
.  answered question
 skipped/ quostion

This question is important as it contributes to whether or not a parent may demand a school
place at for their child. Parents who pay for fees themselves are more likely to have
lesser disposable income than those who have their company pay the fé& This should prices
intrease, be less willing 10 pay the higher price. However, surprisingly, despite the majority of

's population being expats, only 48.8% of the parents have their companies pay the
full school fee and almost half pay the full school fee themselves although it is'important fo note
the survey results ar@dof small sample size. It could be expected then, that if school fees

increase significantly,
noted earlier demand for school places is very inelastic with a low PED value of 0.20.
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5 :f your company dits not contrlbute towards your chlld or chilﬂran : school
: cholce ni school? o

The results seem to be split in half. @o the 21 say yes, would continue to be the
school of first choice, 8 families sa and 1 says maybe. This seems to contradict the fact
that non-price factors play a role in the demand for schoot places at but other
questions in the survey say otherwise so we have to continue exploring the other questions.

6 lf yaur co‘ Y pany was una e_to continu buting toward_s yo chilt
chiid or childrsn out oi _ and have them enrol[ed in anothar school?

The results for this gquestion are interesting as the majority of the parents state that they would
‘maybe’ be inclined to pull their children out. Again, this seems to indicate that fees are in fact,
a determinant their demand for enrolling their children at
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7 If olher Intemational schnols of s!ml!ar standards to UWCSEA were to Iower their prlces signiﬁcantly, would you £¢
to enroti and pay for child or chlidrens aduealion at UWCSEA? .
'Iie's'pdns’e F
Percem _
‘ves [T, S T18%
- 25.6%
e én_s'wqred question
"skippéq qqaéfion' o
This question is similar to number 6 however it provides a comparison of s school
fees with other international schools school fees in Singapore (Appendix 7). Parents may or
may not realize that 's school fees lie within the average of school fees for
international schools within Singapore. Assuming they do not have this knowledge, most
parents seem to agree that they would continue to enroli their children in , particularly '

in upper school as the PED for upper schools as noted is very price inelastic. This is a definite
indication that there are non-fee factors that contribute towards their decision for enroiling their
child at and Question 8 follows up on this:

B Plaase rah !tw !ouowing on thc hanis e! how lmpoﬂant thay thny Inﬂmm your dac%nion to M ym c.hiid nt sl :: _ S

Rating Rupom

"'.'°“-'_h"_°h".';. '"."'"_ e -'-“mmm' ot v"”"-_ . Averago . Gount
The 18 progrsm offershigh . ' -

P honatudoe, | RO ZEROD san0g 7.3% (3) 0.0% (©) 383 4
. 's values and ethos ' . E

. - . X 36.5% {15 4. ' 3 . )
 compustiosmerschoos, | 23R 264%000 £.6% (15) % (2) 48% 2) 368 a1

_ s brand name and N .
nesioni o b oo 20%0) IR0 R4 24% (1) 4.9% (2) 38 4
Facirlios thal Chaswoter . 122%() £8.3% (26) 14.6% () 49% (2) 0.0% (0) 388 41
Rangs o! exira-curricular activities, ‘ : : ) _ . o
sports, muslcanddrama 19.5% (8)  61.0%25) WARE) | 24%(1) . 00%(0) 388 41

opppﬂ_.unmas that pm]m L e Sl ) g . .
's location ins%ngapme: A% ME% (6 22.0% (9) s%(E 4ERE) 25 -
“""’m"““a'a“‘”""m ST 205%{12) SLA%OY) 12.2% (5) BO%) - 351 8

j' smdantbody -
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Question a variety different non-price factors that could contribute towards a parent’s decision

for enrolling their child at

. Those highlighted in bold are the answers chosen with the

highest percentage. The majority of survey answers lie between the high and in the middle
section of the scale a very good indication that parents tend to account for non-price factors as
a contributing factor for their upper school place demand.

The IB Pragram Has to

Offer

7%....____:__

¥ Very high
@ High
s« In the middle

& Low

# Very low

'S Ethos and Values

& Very high

& High

- In the middle
£ Low

's Facilities

& Very high

& High
In the middle
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There are many international schools in
Singapore that offer the same higher
aducation for students. along with
OFS are perhaps the main two schoocls that
offer the 1B program for students. Substitute
education programs include the British A-
Levels in Tanglin Trust School or American
Advance Placement’s in the Singapore
American School, '

Evidently, about half of parents fall quite
evenly between the ‘in the middle”, 'high’ and
‘very high’ range when it comes 1o the type of
education that they wish for their child to have
and it is ultimately a family’s preference that
they choose to seek the IB program has a
vital component in demanding a schoat place.

Similarly about haif of parents also fall quite
evenly between the ‘in the middle”, ‘high’ and
‘very high' range when @ comes {o

's relatively unigue ethos and
values. This may be because such ethos and
values have no substitutes — no other school
offers the unique values that UWCSEA
upholds and it is this that parents seek for
their children when they enroll them at

b

An overwhelming percentage of parents seem
to feel that ’s facilities play a high
role in influencing their decision in enrolling
their children at

There are very few schools that are close
when it comes to 's facilities:

boosts an Olympic sized pool,
several asto-turfs, indoor sport halls, tennis
courts, 3 theatres, rock climbing wails among
a variety of ather things.

This is obviously attractive to parents and it is
something advertises highly.

Mo ﬂm"‘& |



Brand Name and Inclusion in a
Global Movement
5% # Very high
29 ery hig

& High

& Low

& Very low

# In the middle

Range of ECA's and Other
2%

 High

& Low

Opportunities & Very high
“+In the middie |

i Very low

'S Location

5%

4 High

i Low

& Very high

:In the middle

& Very low

International and Diverse Student
Body

k% Very high

i High

4 Low

& Very low

= In the middle

Most parents seem to agree that ’s
brand name falls between the ‘high’ and ‘in the
middle’ range in influencing their decision for
enrolling their children at

has established itself extremely well
as a school with no close substitutes when it
comes to inclusion in a global movement -
with 11 other schools worldwide that believes
in the same values, it is quite expected that
59% believe it is high or very high in

importance as a contributing factor.

An overwhelming 59% of parents deem the
range of ECA’s has as very high or
high in importance.

This is quite expected as similar to facilities,
boosts a huge variety of activities
that students may take part in.

Almost half of the parents questioned state
that the location of is unimportant
as a contributing factor in enrolling their child
at b offers a school bus
service that parents may uillize. Perhaps this
is why UWCSEA’s location is not as important
as other non-price factors.

The majority of parents have said that
's internationat and diverse student

body is ‘in the middle’ in importance, while

20% have stated that it is high in importance.

While this does imply that the international
and diverse student body is a factor of
importance, it also implies that it is not the
largest factor if importance.

This may be as it is likely other international
schools within Singapore also boasts similar
international student populations, thus there
are closer substitutes for this non-price factor
at play.
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CONCLUSION

The purpose of this investigation was to explore ‘to what extent are fees the main
determinant of demand for upper school places at ?’ A survey of 14 per cent of
grade 11 was carried out to determine the factors that affect demand for school places as well
as information collected on the number of applicants and school fees for upper school students
between the academic years of 2000/2001 up too 2008/2009.

It was found from the calculated inelastic average PED' value of 0.20 that only to a small extent
%\MS are fees the main determinant of demand for upper schoo! places at and that there
AT e are a lot of non-price factors that are considered when determining demand for school places.

The survey showed this clearly as a lot of non-price factors 's unique international
body, facilities and inclusion in a global movement are deemed as ‘high’ as a contributing
factor in the decision to enroll children at . It was found that location is trivial
compared to the aforementioned factors and this indicates that the closeness in substitutes for

ese factors is lacking in Singapore, as other international schools simply cannot compete in
these areas with -

Evidently, non-price factors play a huge role in determining for parents enroll their children at
' . Despite the evident increase in fees over the years, demand continues to be strong.

Limitations to the Investigation

Firstly, the survey carried out was of small sample size and included only 14 percent of Grade
11. This could limit the validity of the analysis and conclusion drawn. Additionally, the research
question focused on just the upper school and ignored the rest of the school. It could be that

« because of this, the PED may be higher as students are in their final couple of years at school.
Parents with primary childrefrwould be more price sensitive and willing to shift them to other
schools if fees were to increase significantly. Furthermore, other factors such as the concern
with lack of school spaces in Singapore may account for the conclusion drawn and again limit
its validity. It may be that all international schools are experiencing the same inelastic demand
despite their lack of individuality compared to . These factors exceed the scope of this
investigation and could be taken into consideration and explored in greater detail in further
study.

nresol ions

Because the research was narrowly focused in the upper school section of , the PED

for the rest of the school may vary greatly as it targets a different consumer group that includes

younger children. Thus, this should be further explored if the PED for the school is to be taken
/ into account.

Real PED figures may also vary from the one derived from this investigation as the survey was
carried out in a small sample size. Further investigation on a larger scale including all students
of the upper school to see if real PED values are consistent with my PED value.

Additionally, it would be interesting to extend this investigation into "u'pp.e"r schools of
international schools in Singapore. Are they all consistent with the same price inelasticity for
demand as Singapore’s upsurge of expatriate population continues to grow?
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APPENDIX 1
B000/2001- | 200172008 | B00%/2008- | 20032004 | 200472005~ 1 2005/2006- | 2008/2007- | 2007/3008-
2001/2002 | 20020003 | pooeeons | 2obapoos | 2oosieaoe 1 2008/2007 | 2oor/e008 | 9008/2009
%a 0D
(PED = ) 7
Dol
0.28 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.22 0.53 0.35 0.21

Average PED
value

=159

159/8=020

(0.28+0.00+0.00+0.00+022+053+035+0.21)/8
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APPENDIX 2

Hi, my name Is Priscilla Goh (12MiIC} and I am currently pursuing the International Baccalaureate (1B) diploma in . As
part of the I8 requirement, an 4,000 word extended essay is required.

1 am investigating 'To what extent are fees the main determinant of demand for school places at ? and would be
extremely grateful if you could help me by participating in this anonymous survey.

Al answers will be strictly confidential and will only be viewed in discretion by myself, my extended essay sypervisor and the g
exarn board.

if you have any gueries, please feel free to contact myself at priscilla.l.goh@gmail.com. Thank you for your time,

#*1, Are all your children currently enrolled in ?
{If yes, please answer n/a for the next question and continge to question 3}
i Yes

S e

2. If not, are you planning to enroll your ather chilidren at ?
i Yes
4 No
4 e

*3. Do you feel that the current school fees of 5$26017.05 per year for a Grade 12 student at is high?
o 1tis high
o Itis reasenable
4 ltis iower than expected
* 4, Who pays for your child or chitdren's schoof fees?
{Xf your answer is the first or thicd option, please continae to the next question,

If your answer Is the second option, please tick n/a for questions 5 and 6 and continue answerlng on guestion 7.
1f your answar is the fourth eption, pleasa tick n/a for questlons S, 6, 7 and continue answering on guestion 8)

i Qur company pays the fuli fee
¢ We pay ourselves

4 hopercentage s paid by us and another pasty

5. If your company did not contribute towards your chitd ar children's school faes, would continue to be your first cheice of
schoai?

 Yes
.~ No
4 Maybe
- /3

& X you‘r pany was unable to continue contributing towards yaur child ar children's schaot fees, would you puli your child or children
wut of and have them anrolled in another school?

i Yes

4 No
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2. If pther international schoois of simitar standards to

pay for child or children's education at

- Yes

J Ho

were 1o lower thelr prices significantly, would you continue to enral and

*g, pleasa rate the following on the basis of how important they they infiuence your decision to put your child at H

Very high High In the middte Low Very low
The I8 program UWCSEA ; . .
offers high school students: et T o F -~
UWCSEA's valugs and ethos , . ) .
sompared to other sehools: d ~ ol -
UWCSEA's brand name and
inclusion in a global o LN e LI, o
mavemneant: :
Facliitias that LWESEA has to . ,
offer: od o - L ~
Range of extea-curricuiar
agtivities, sports, music and i
drama epportunities that = - o - =
UWCSEA provides:
UWCSEA's location in
Singarare: vy L - L v
UWOSEA’s Internationat and ¥ ; & . J
divarse student body: ~ - -
x4, 3 aid nat axist or ¢id not have space to offer your chiid a placemant at . what would he your rext best cholce?
4 Singupore Amerizan Schosl {SAS)

-

sastratian Intermational Schoot {ALS)

4 Qverseas Famiy School (GF5)

International School of Singapore {1SS)

-
o Tenglin Trust Schoot (TTS}
_; Internationai Community Scnoot {1CS)
4 Canagtan International School{CIS)
o+ Cnatsworth Internationat Schael
# Qther internatienat schools
4 Government locat schools with an international aranch {e9, Anglo Chinese Schoa! International}
s Atacal scheet
*10. Was your firgt chotce of schoot for your child or children?
TS
_» Ne, ancther irzernational sthoat was our first chaite

Qane

Sutvey Powered by!

SurveyMonkey.com

"Surveys Made Simple™
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APPENDIX 3

Condensed _ Transcripts _of _Interviews with Dave Shepherd. Director _of External
Communications at UWCSEA and Jonathan Carter. Head of Admissions at UWCSEA

1. Around what percentage of students in have their parents company
pay for the school fees?
Approximately 60-70%.

2. Is there a common proportion of how much a company pays for a child’s

education?
No, although it tends to be all or nothing.

3. Howdoes ~ decide by how much should fees be increased each year?
1. Inflation

2. Expansion; i.e. increase in number of teachers

4. Are there any examples of how an increase in fees in the past has influenced the
demand for school places? ‘ ’
There has been no noticeable impact — in fact, wait lists have increased.

5. Do parents take children off the waiting list because of price hikes?
Some but not many. This is due to company’s who only choose to cover one
application to a school per child.

6. Have their been any cases previously or currently in which a child was
withdrawn purely because of a rise in school fees?
Yes, but very few,

APPENDIX 4

Academic Year | 206072001 | 2001/2003 | 300272003 | 2003/2004 | 20042005 | 2005/2006 | 2006/2007 | 200472008 | 2006/2008
Tuition Fees 5,800]  $6,100]  $6,100]  $6,100{  $6,100]  $6,405!  $6.885]  $7,875!  <8,105]
Feencrease. | 1 Bl 0%l 0% O B L a5k . 7%
G11 Appilcations 47 57 53 55 &0 77 67 50 132
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APPENDIX 5

Story Print Friendly . hitp:iwww.straitstimes.com/print/Prime Z2BNews/S1ory /S 11, .

Print Arficle

&

»> Back to the article
June 8, 2008

Expat schools make room for growing population
Ausste schoal's $45m extension {5 latest; fong waiting lists st poputar ones
By Jane fNg

THE Australian International School's new campus extenston in Lorong Chuan makes it the latast among
Intarnational schools hare to address the issue of the squeeze on piaces,

The $45 million: junier school complex Is a self-contakned one on the school's existing campus,

The fact that it needad this add-on facility points to the booming expatriate popuiation herg: many
internationat schools are full, and popular anes have long waiting lists.

All eight schools contacted have sither expanded or wiil 4o 50 in the next few yoars,

The number of expatriates here went up nearly 10 per cent In just one year, from 798,600 in 2005 to
875,500 in 2006, going by fatest avallable figures.

The demand for places In interpational schools |s expected to grow. A survey done by the American
Chamber of Commerce in Singapore (AmCham) among it$ member companies last year found that a thirg -
or 22 out of 68 - would be expanding théir expatriate headcounts here by about 200 within the next threa
yéars,

These empicyees have about 300 children who will need places In international schools here,
The employees of the comparnies surveyed had among them 24 children who werg on waiting H#ists.

AmCham has set up a committee to give its member companies better access to these watting lists, and to
work with varlous ageacies to help schools gauge their expansion needs more accurataly.

AmCham chairman Steve Okun, noting that many AmCham member companies have been unable to move
kay employees here because these employees’ children go sot have places in their selected schosls, said:
"With most Internationat schools at their admissions’ saturation, the situation is only warsening.'

Prime Minister Lea Hsten Loong recently counted the squeeze on places in international schoals as a
‘constraint’ here, and sai¢ the Government had stepped in 1o ease the shortage by helping these schools to
expand,

The director for education and professional services at the Economic Devetopment Board (EDB), Mr Toh
Wee Khiang, sald that EDB was facllitating the expansion of the German European School and the Uniteg
World College's second campus.

It Is also trying to interest top-quality institutions in setting up pre-tertiary schools here, he addad,
But at lezst one school principal thinks the support given is Insufficient,

He complained: 'The EDB is attracting many companies here, but it Is helping only some schools with
expansion. Not enough Is being done for many others, We are pretty much left on our own,'

The Australias Internationat School happens to have reom to expand on its existing campus.

[ts new bivck has 40 clasgrooms for 800 pupils, a cateteria, music and art rooms, & chiidren's Ebrary, more
outdoor gating and play areas and an undergrousyd carpark.

The schoof's population, now at 1,860, is expected to chm® to above 2,100 next month.

Together with its other caimpus just next daor, the school will be able to accommedate 2,500 students ~ and
held off having a waiting list for 18 manths, said its director for marketing and enrolments Kirm Douglas.

lob? BIGI08 1:58 PM
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$tory Print Fricndly hup:wwwstraitstimes.comiprintPime %2 BNews Story$ 1.

The school expects to have a walting list again from 2010.

Its principal, Mr Peter Bond, salg: 'With many schools facing-a stmllar situation as us, families want to know
there's a space for their children before bringing them here.'

He said he expacted 'ne respite In the short term’, -

Janeng@sph.cont.sg

Copyright & 2007 Singapore Press Holdings, Al rights reserved, Privacy Statament & Condition of Access

Zof2 81648 1:59 PM
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APPENDEX 6

Story Print Friendly hutp:/Awww.steaitstimes, com/ print/Singapore/Story/ STISw0ry ...
¥ P | 20

Print Article

»» Back to the articie
Aprit 21, 2008
UWC to open green campus
Eco features at Tampines schoot wilt cut energy use oy 25%
By Jane Ng

UNITED World College South-east Asia's second campus in Tampines will be an eco-friendly one, complete
with solar panels, sky gardens and a ralnwater tank.

The campus, to be ready in 2010, aims to save the Earth as well as money while teaching environmental
lesgons Lo IS students, said college head Julian Whiteley.

" The rainwater tank, for instance, will have a see-throtgh pirfe runsing from it, so students can watch
rainwater being collected and filtered for use in the schosi's gardens.

The green features in the $300 million school for students aged five to 18 will cut energy consurnption by
25 per cent, said Mr Whiteley,

Besides theatres, music studios, language and science laboratories as well as art rooms, the school will alse
have a section for childres - with a treehouse, a pool and twe playgrounds,

It wit! have one other feature no schoal here Is known to have: A 50m-iong tubular slide that can whoash
students from the second level down to the garden.

Mr Whiteley sald the ‘practical’ design excludes slabs of granite, which are expensive, and full-length glass
walls, which make air-conditioning systems work harder.

At 8.Bha, the campus will be abeut half the size of its Dover ene,

it will, however, make up for its smatier land area with space-savers Bke an elevated soccer field and
underground sports halts and carparks,

It will alse have a 19-storey boarding house for foreign students here on scholarships,

The campus was planined to mop up demand from the growing number of expatriates here, It will take in
2,500 students eventuaily, compated to the 2,300 at its Dover campus.

untl the campus is ready, students will use an interim campus in Ang Mo Kio, It will start off with 420
pupils, from kindergarten to Grade Four, whes i Opens in August.

The rising number of expatriates - up from 798,000 in 2005 te 875,500 in 2006 - is putting a squeeze on
internationat schools here.

Me Whitelay said the average walting time for a place at UWC s four years, but some parents make
enguirias even before their chitdren are borm.

janeng@sph.com.sg

Copyright 1 2007 Singapore Prass Holdings, Al rights reservaed. Privacy Statement & Condition of Actess

Lof 8/36/08 1:38 PM
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APPENDIX 7

Australian Internatioant School

Year 10 and 13 ' : e T 56745

Singapore American School

Taition Fees

The wiﬁon foes plos (.ubT re duu in mu Avgust | for first semester xad December 1 for second semester. The tuition fees are not
pro-vated segardicys of when the student errolis during the seincster,

Overseas Family School

Tultdon Fees
{Singapore Dollars)

ESL Speclal Fee - 8PP~ .. (Gr1-12) $1,000 per semester

All fees are In Singapore Dollars and payable befare the start of each Semeaster.

Tanglin Trust

Thare are 3terms In & yoar
Schoot Fees are Inclusive of Bullding Fund (at 54850 por Ierm. urichanged from 2007/08)
*GET.) Gonds and Snrvlr.-un Tax teurrantly al 7%}
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