Natural philosophy
· The word Physics only came into use around the 19th century. Before this, what we know as Science today was called Natural Philosophy, the attempt to understand and explain the workings of the natural world in a contemplative way. 
· The mathematical and experiment based science of modern times set in around the 17th and 18th centuries, in what is now called the scientific revolution.  Newton’s main scientific work, Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica, is an example of this revolution in Natural Philosophy. 
· Remnants of the term Natural Philosophy still remain in physics today. For example, one of the oldest scientific journals still published is called Philosophical Magazine. Also there exists a chair in the School of Physics in Trinity called, the Erasmus Smith's Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy, currently held by professor Coey.
