This volume is dedicated to the memory of André Lichnerowicz and Enzo Martinelli

FOREWORD

Five years after the meeting ”Quaternionic Structures in Mathematics and Physics”, which took place at the International School for Advanced Studies (SISSA), Trieste, 5-9 September 1994, we felt it was time to have another meeting on the same subject to bring together scientists from both areas.

The second Meeting on Quaternionic Structures in Mathematics and Physics was held in Rome, 6-10 September 1999.

Like in 1994, also this time the Meeting opened a semester at The Erwin Schrödinger International Institute for Mathematical Physics of Vienna, that in Fall 1999 was dedicated to ”Holonomy Groups in Differential Geometry”, and many participants of this ESI program were invited speakers at the Quaternionic Meeting.

These Proceedings will appear in the e-library of the European Mathematical Society http://www.emis.de/proceedings/index.html where also the Proceedings of the first Meeting were published.

We thank D.V. Alekseevsky, K. Galicki, P. Gauduchon, S. Salamon, members of the Scientic Committee of this Second Meeting, and all the speakers for their contribution.

We gratefully acknowledge financial support from Progetto Nazionale di Ricerca MURST ”Proprieta’ Geometriche delle Varieta’ reali e complesse” (both with local and national funds), Universita’ di Roma ”La Sapienza”, Universita’ di Roma Tre, Comitato Nazionale per la Matematica - C.N.R.. We acknowledge also the hospitality of both Departments of Mathematics of Universities ”Roma La Sapienza” and ”Roma Tre”.

We hearty thank the valuable collaboration of Elena Colazingari in the organization of the Meeting. We are also grateful to Angelo Bardelloni for the technical preparation of the electronic version of these Proceedings, to Tiziana Manfroni and Paolo Marini for setting up the web site and to our colleague Francesco Pappalardi for TeX-nical support.

Finally, it gives us great pleasure to thank all the participants of the meeting for their interest and enthusiasm, and of course all the contributors of the present Proceedings.

Stefano Marchiafava Paolo Piccinni Massimiliano Pontecorvo